WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A method for initializing user interface software for controlling an audio 
conferencing device, comprising, in no particular order: 

(a) executing a set up program on a computer; 

(b) selecting at least one audio input from the set up program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio output from the set up program; 

(d) selecting at least one audio conferencing device from the set up program; 

(e) using the set up program to electronically map the inputs and outputs to 
input and output ports on the audio conference device; 

(f) using the set up program to define at least mapping parameters for the user 
interface software; and 

(g) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the user interface 
software. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein step (f) further comprises using the set up 
program to define audio optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs, and where step 
(g) further comprises electronically transferring the audio optimization parameters to the 
user interface software. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the audio optimization parameters are dependent 
on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein step (d) is accomplished automatically by the set 
up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein step (d) is further accomplished on the basis of a 
selectable optimization option. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein step (d) further comprises displaying an error 
message if the selected audio conference device is not compatible with the selected inputs 
or outputs. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein step (e) is accomplished automatically by the set 
up program. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising coupling the selected inputs and 
outputs to the input and output ports on the audio conference device in accordance with a 
map created by the set up program. 

9. The method of claims 1, wherein the inputs include items selected from the group 
consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the outputs include items selected from the group 
consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1, wherein the set up program is executed upon execution of 
the user interface software. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the computer is coupled to the audio 
conferencing device. 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein step (e) further comprises displaying a number of 
available inputs and output ports for the at least one selected audio conferencing devices. 

14. A method for initializing an audio conferencing device, comprising, in no 
particular order: 

(a) executing a set up program on a computer coupled to the audio 
conferencing device, wherein the set up program provides a predetermined 
sequential series of steps to a user of the system; 
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(b) selecting at least one audio input at a first step in set up program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio output at a second step in the set up program; 

(d) selecting at least one audio conferencing device at a third step in the set up 
program; 

(e) electronically mapping the selected the inputs and outputs to input and 
output ports on the audio conference device at a fourth step in the set up 
program; 

(f) determining, using the set up program, at least mapping parameters for 
initializing the audio conferencing device; and 

(g) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the audio 
conferencing device. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein step (f) further comprises determining audio 
optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs, and where step (g) further comprises 
electronically transferring the audio optimization parameters to the audio conferencing 
device. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the audio optimization parameters are 
dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the third step is accomplished automatically by 
the set up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the third step is further accomplished on the 
basis of a selectable optimization option. 

19. The method of claim 14, wherein the third step further comprises displaying an 
error message if the selected audio conference device is not compatible with the selected 
inputs or outputs. 
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20. The method of claim 14, wherein step fourth step is accomplished automatically 
by the set up program. 

21. The method of claim 14, further comprising coupling the selected inputs and 
outputs to the input and output ports on the audio conference device in accordance with a 
map created by the set up program. 

22. The method of claims 14, wherein the inputs include at least one device selected 
from the group consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

23. The method of claim 14, wherein the outputs include at least one device selected 
from the group consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

24. The method of claim 14, wherein the set up program is executed upon execution 
of user interface software for the audio conferencing equipment. 

25. The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined sequential series of steps 
comprises a predetermined sequential series of screens. 

26. The method of claim 14, wherein the third step further comprises displaying a 
number of available inputs and output ports for the at least one selected audio 
conferencing devices. 

27. A method for choosing an optimal audio conferencing device, comprising, in no 
particular order: 

(a) selecting at least one audio input at a first step in a set up program 
executed on a computer; 

(b) selecting at least one audio output at a second step in the set up program; 

(c) automatically selecting at least one audio conferencing device at a third 
step in the set up program, wherein the at least one audio conferencing is 
automatically selected (i) to be compatible with the selected inputs and 
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outputs, and (ii) to be optimal in conjunction with a selected user 
preference. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the inputs include at least one device selected 
from the group consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the outputs include at least one device selected 
from the group consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

30. The method of claim 27, wherein the user preference is selected form the group 
consisting of cost and size. 

31. A computer readable media for storing a program for initializing user interface 
software for controlling an audio conferencing device, wherein the program is executable 
on a computer to perform a method comprising, in no particular order; 

(a) executing a set up program on a computer; 

(b) selecting at least one audio input from the set up program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio output from the set up program; 

(d) selecting at least one audio conferencing device from the set up program; 

(e) using the set up program to electronically map the inputs and outputs to 
input and output ports on the audio conference device; 

(f) using the set up program to define at least mapping parameters for the user 
interface software; and 

(g) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the user interface 
software. 

32. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein step (f) further comprises 
using the set up program to define audio optimization parameters for the inputs or 
outputs, and where step (g) further comprises electronically transferring the audio 
optimization parameters to the user interface software. 
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33. The computer readable media of claim 32, wherein the audio optimization 
pa3rameters are dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 

34. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein step (d) is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

35. The computer readable media of claim 34, wherein step (d) is further 
accomplished on the basis of a selectable optimization option. 

36. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein step (d) further comprises 
displaying an error message if the selected audio conference device is not compatible 
with the selected inputs or outputs. 

37. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein step (e) is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program. 

38. The computer readable media of claim 31, further comprising coupling the 
selected inputs and outputs to the input and output ports on the audio conference device 
in accordance with a map created by the set up program. 

39. The computer readable media of claims 31, wherein the inputs include items 
selected from the group consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

40. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein the outputs include items 
selected from the group consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

41 . The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein the set up program is executed 
upon execution of the user interface software. 

42. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein the computer is coupled to the 
audio conferencing device. 
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43. The computer readable media of claim 31, wherein step (e) further comprises 
displaying a number of available inputs and output ports for the at least one selected 
audio conferencing devices. 

44. A computer readable media for storing a program for initializing an audio 
conferencing device, wherein the program is executable on a computer to perform a 
method comprising, in no particular order: 

(a) executing a set up program on a computer coupled to the audio 
conferencing device, wherein the set up program provides a predetermined 
sequential series of steps to a user of the system; 

(b) selecting at least one audio input at a first step in set up program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio output at a second step in the set up program; 

(d) selecting at least one audio conferencing device at a third step in the set up 
program; 

(e) electronically mapping the selected the inputs and outputs to input and 
output ports on the audio conference device at a fourth step in the set up 
program; 

(f) determining, using the set up program, at least mapping parameters for 
initializing the audio conferencing device; and 

(g) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the audio 
conferencing device. 

45. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein step (f) further comprises 
determining audio optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs, and where step (g) 
further comprises electronically transferring the audio optimization parameters to the 
audio conferencing device. 

46. The computer readable media of claim 45, wherein the audio optimization 
parameters are dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 
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47. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the third step is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

48. The computer readable media of claim 47, wherein the third step is further 
accomplished on the basis of a selectable optimization option. 

49. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the third step further 
comprises displaying an error message if the selected audio conference device is not 
compatible with the selected inputs or outputs. 

50. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein step fourth step is 
accomplished automatically by the set up program. 

51. The computer readable media of claim 44, further comprising coupling the 
selected inputs and outputs to the input and output ports on the audio conference device 
in accordance with a map created by the set up program. 

52. The computer readable media of claims 44, wherein the inputs include at least one 
device selected from the group consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

53. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the outputs include at least 
one device selected from the group consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

54. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the set up program is executed 
upon execution of user interface software for the audio conferencing equipment. 

55. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the predetermined sequential 
series of steps comprises a predetermined sequential series of screens. 
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56. The computer readable media of claim 44, wherein the third step further 
comprises displaying a number of available inputs and output ports for the at least one 
selected audio conferencing devices. 

57. A computer readable media for storing a program for choosing an optimal audio 
conferencing device, wherein the program is executable on a computer to perform a 
method comprising, in no particular order: 

(a) selecting at least one audio input at a first step in a set up program 
executed on a computer; 

(b) selecting at least one audio output at a second step in the set up program; 

(c) automatically selecting at least one audio conferencing device at a third 
step in the set up program, wherein the at least one audio conferencing is 
automatically selected (i) to be compatible with the selected inputs and 
outputs, and (ii) to be optimal in conjunction with a selected user 
preference. 

58. The computer readable media of claim 57, wherein the inputs include at least one 
device selected from the group consisting of a microphone and a telephone. 

59. The computer readable media of claim 57, wherein the outputs include at least 
one device selected from the group consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder. 

60. The computer readable media of claim 57, wherein the user preference is selected 
form the group consisting of cost and size. 

61. An audio conferencing system, comprising: 

a computer coupled to a audio conferencing device, wherein the computer 
contains user interface software for controlling the audio conferencing 
device, and a set up program for initializing the user interface software, 
wherein the set up program performs a method, the method comprising, in 
no particular order: 
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(a) selecting at least one audio input from the set up program; 

(b) selecting at least one audio output from the set up program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio conferencing device from the set up 
program; 

(d) using the set up program to electronically map the inputs and 
outputs to input and output ports on the audio conference device; 

(e) using the set up program to define at least mapping parameters for 
the user interface software; and 

(f) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the user 
interface software. 

62. The audio conferencing system of claim 61, wherein step (e) further comprises 
using the set up program to define audio optimization parameters for the inputs or 
outputs, and where step (f) further comprises electronically transferring the audio 
optimization parameters to the user interface software. 

63. The audio conferencing system of claim 62, wherein the audio optimization 
parameters are dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 

64. The audio conferencing system of claim 61, wherein step (c) is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

65. The audio conferencing system of claim 61, wherein step (d) is accomplished 
automatically by the program. 

66. The audio conferencing system of claim 61, further comprising the selected inputs 
and outputs coupled to the input and output ports in accordance with a map created by the 
set up program. 

67. An audio conferencing system, comprising: 
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a computer coupled to a audio conferencing device, wherein the computer 
contains a program for controlling the audio conferencing device, wherein 
the program performs a method, the method comprising, in no particular 
order: 

(a) selecting at least one audio input at a first step in program; 

(b) selecting at least one audio output at a second step in the program; 

(c) selecting at least one audio conferencing device at a third step in 
the program; 

(d) electronically mapping the selected the inputs and outputs to input 
and output ports on the audio conference device at a fourth step in 
the program; 

(e) determining, using the program, at least mapping parameters for 
initializing the audio conferencing device; and 

(f) electronically transferring the mapping parameters to the user 
interface software. 

68. The audio conferencing system of claim 67, wherein step (e) further comprises 
determining audio optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs, and where step (f) 
further comprises electronically transferring the audio optimization parameters to the 
audio conferencing device. 

69. The audio conferencing system of claim 68, wherein the audio optimization 
parameters are dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 

70. The audio conferencing system of claim 67, wherein the third step is 
accomplished automatically by the program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

71. The audio conferencing system of claim 67, wherein step fourth step is 
accomplished automatically by the program. 
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72. The audio conferencing system of claim 67, further comprising the selected inputs 
and outputs coupled to the input and output ports on the audio conference device in 
accordance with a map created by the program. 

73. The audio conferencing system of claim 67, wherein the predetermined sequential 
series of steps comprises a predetermined sequential series of screens. 

74. A graphical user interface for initializing an audio conferencing device, wherein 
the graphical user interface provides a predetermined sequential series of steps to a user 
of the interface, comprising, in no particular order: 

(a) a first step for allowing the selection of at least one audio input; 

(b) a second step for allowing the selection of at least one audio output; 

(c) a third step for allowing the selection of at least one audio conferencing 
device; 

(d) a fourth step for allowing the electronically mapping of the selected the 
inputs and outputs to input and output ports on the audio conference 
device; 

(e) a fifth step for determining at least mapping parameters for initializing the 
audio conferencing device; and 

(f) a sixth step for electronically transferring the mapping parameters to either 

(i) user interface software for controlling the audio conferencing device, or 

(ii) the audio conferencing device. 

75. The graphical user interface of claim 74, wherein the fifth step further comprises 
determining audio optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs, and where the sixth 
step further comprises electronically transferring the audio optimization parameters to the 
audio conferencing device. 

76. The graphical user interface of claim 75, wherein the audio optimization 
parameters are dependent on the basis of the selected inputs or outputs. 
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77. The graphical user interface of claim 74, wherein the third step is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs. 

78. The graphical user interface of claim 74, wherein step fourth step is accomplished 
automatically by the set up program. 

79. The graphical user interface of claim 74, wherein the graphical user interface is 
executed upon execution of user interface software for the audio conferencing equipment. 

80. The graphical user interface of claim 74, wherein the predetermined sequential 
series of steps comprises a predetermined sequential series of screens. 



27 



